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EEMAMKS 
Claims 1-3, 5, 9, 17, 18, 21 and 25-29 are pending. 

Relectiosi Ussder 35 U.S.C, 103(a) Over [VIorlmotQ et aL fUSP 6344 J25) 

Claims 1-3. 5, 9. 17, 18, 21 axni 25-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) ss being 
obvious over Morimoto et al. Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection. 

Applicant respectfully submits that Morimoto et al. (USP 6,544,725} is mt prior art to 
lite present invention. The present US application wa.s tiled February 8, 2001, and its priority 
date is February 23, 2000. By contrast, the earliest date that Morimoto et al, is available uiider 35 
use 102fe) is ihv- US iiling date of Morimoto et ai. which is August 8, 2001. 

Under tbese circumstances, Morimoto et al. is not prior ait to the instant invention and 
withdrawal of the rejection i.s respectfully requested. 

In view of the above comments, applicant believes the pending application is in condition 
for allowance. 

Conclusion 

in view of the above remarks, it is believed that claims are aHowable, 

Shoidd There be any outstanding mailers thai need to be resolved in tlie present 
application, the Bxai:ainer is respecifully requested to contact Garth M. Dahlen, Ph.D., Esq., Reg. 
No, 43,575 at the telephone number of the undersigned below, to conduct an interview in an 
effort io expedite prosecution in conxuxtion with the present application. 
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Repjv fo 0:Vi.;e Action o;" \pri 2:\ 2\Xi! 

If necessarv. the Commissjoncr is iiereb>' autborized in this, concurrent, and luture replies 
to charge pa}mcnt or credit any ovcrpa>riient to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any auditionai 
lees required under 37.C,F.R, §§i/K> or 1.14; pmiicaialy, extension of time fees. 

Dated: July 23, 2007 Respectfxuly submitted, 

f ( \ /> 
By . . c ^< - X . ^ . 
Marc S, Weiner 
Registratioji No.: 32JS1 

BIRCH, STEVy'AR'r, KOLASCB & BIRCH, LLP 
81 iO Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Chui-ch, Virginia 22(54f)-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Appiicaiit 
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